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languages — Latin, Greek, and Hebrew — for the light
they would throw on the Scriptures and the patristic
writers. He likewise approved of rhetoric and dialectic,
which were very valuable subjects in those days of con-
troversy ; and he made a decided advance in advocating
history, natural science, vocal and instrumental music, and
gymnastic exercises. History was advised, not only, as was
common with the humanists, for the sake of illustrating
moral truth, but also for the purpose of understanding
social institutions. The study of nature was intended to
reveal "the wonders of Divine Goodness and the omnipo-
tence of God." Gymnastics he considered of value both
for the body and the soul, and music a means of "driving
away all care and melancholy from the heart.77
The methods he recommended were equally rational.
He would utilize the natural activity of children and not
attempt to repress them, and would make use of concrete
examples wherever possible. Languages he would teach
less by grammar than by practice. His belief in the im-
portance of selecting the proper content and method in
education led him to rate the function of the teacher as
higher, if anything, than that of the preacher.
Work of Melanchthon and Bugenhagen. — These
recommendations of Luther were largely embodied in
actual institutions by his associates. The year after his
Letter to the Mayors was published, the Protestants were
requested by the Count of Mansfeld to establish in
Luther's native town, Eisleben, a school that would put
his educational theories into practice, and this was car-
ried out by Melanchthon. The subsequent organization
of Latin schools throughout the Electorate of Saxony, and
the foundation of the gymnasium of Sturm at Strassburg
upon the Protestant basis have already been touched upon.

